
April 2020 - sent to 600+ Illinois inmates 4/14 

Dear Friends, 

Please know that you are in our thoughts everyday and since the outbreak of Covid 19 
our entire focus has been on YOU.  We have only TWO goals right now 

1. To advocate for the early release of as many of you as possible. Our requests 
to the Governor have included anyone over the age of 60, anyone who has a 
medical condition that would make them particularly vulnerable, and those 
within 6 months of their release date. We have been making requests daily 
since this began. 

2. Since we realize most will not be eligible for early release, we are working hard 
to make sureIDOC is making facilities as safe as possible, and following the 
Governor’s protocols. To that end we ask that you or your family contact us to 
fill out a quick questionnaire on what is going on in the facility where you are 
housed. We know that conditions and treatments vary widely by facility. 

It has now been one full month since we started sounding the alarm about COVID19 
in Illinois with other wonderful colleague organizations. Restore Justice's work was 
quickly transformed by COVID19 in several fundamental ways: first, the legislative 
session ceased operations just weeks before the first major committee deadline, 
making the vast majority of our organization's work, which is policy advocacy, moot. 
Second, Restore Justice's life blood flows through a series advocacy trainings, 
outreach events, family support groups, and advocacy days, which all had to stop 
when Governor Pritzker made Illinois' "stay at home" order a reality. Finally, and most 
importantly, our primary mission to advocate on behalf of long-term inmates was 
transformed from a sentencing policy mission, to a public health mission to move the 
state to release inmates and mitigate the oncoming COVID19 outbreaks in prisons. 

In this letter, we will share lots of information we have been collecting that you 
might find useful. Most importantly, we want you to know that not just us, but 
hundreds of activists and advocates out here are fighting for you every day. 

Instead of our usual “frequently asked questions” format, we are giving you all the 
information we have right now on COVID 19 in prison to help keep you informed. We 
have only been able to check our own mailbox twice since the pandemic hit since we 
are no longer working from our office (we are all working from home. Sections are 
separated by three asterisks (***) to avoid confusion! 

Please take care of yourselves and each other. It is up to each of us to make our 
corner of the world as loving, safe, and kind as we can. 

*** 

HOW YOU AND YOUR LOVED ONES CAN HELP 
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We know how hard this is for you and your families. We’ve compiled ways family 
members can help. We cannot guarantee anything and do not know what will happen, 
but we want to be as thorough as possible.  

Encourage the state to expedite early releases 

● Your loved ones can share these recommendations and ask Governor JB 
Pritzker to release more people. 
https://restorejustice.org/urgent-recommendations-covid-19-and-prison-com
munities/ 

Offer to house a returning citizen 

● We do not know how many people will be released. We do not know who will 
be released. But, we do know housing is an issue. If you will be living with a 
loved one when you are released, ask that person to fill out this form. We do 
not know what’s going to happen but want to show IDOC how many people 
have housing lined up. https://bit.ly/2K6cwM4 

Help us make sure facilities are following COVID 19 protocols 

● Please ask your family members and friends to keep filling out our tracker 
about prison conditions. We want to make sure you are given soap and other 
necessities, and that you are able to access medicine. https://bit.ly/34BETuJ 

● Encourage your family members to visit our website for updates and new 
information, https://restorejustice.org/families-loved-ones/. They can also 
follow us on Facebook, Twitter, and Instagram to stay connected. We will 
share any and all updates on these platforms.  

*** 

DETAILED RECOMMENDATIONS IN PARTNERSHIP WITH ILLINOIS PRISON PROJECT 

The Illinois Prison Project and Restore Justice are making concrete recommendations 
to decrease demand on health systems and protect both inmates and communities. 
Illinois already has laws in place that will allow the State to adopt each 
recommendation immediately.  

Our theory behind these recommendations was to reduce the prison population to 
help those released AND those who stay. While we do not believe in false distinctions 
between “violent” and “non-violent” offender definitions, we did shape our 
recommendations to seem more “do-able” to those in government who continue to 
hold to that distinction. From a public health perspective, the fewer people are in 
prison (regardless of who they are), the better the circumstances for those who 
remain (more resources, access to doctors and medical support, space for social 
distancing). 
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We are asking the Governor to: 

1. Immediately grant all pending commutation petitions that seek release based 
on substantiated terminal illness. 

2. Encourage IDOC to use its discretion to release elderly people with less than 12 
months to serve and people serving Class 2-4 felonies who are vulnerable to 
serious illness or death due to an underlying medical condition.  

3. Commute the sentences of anyone over the age of 60 with less than five years 
remaining to time served. Commute the sentences of all others over 60 to the 
judicially imposed term with the possibility of expedited parole in order to 
make these prisoners eligible for release after an expedited review by the 
Prisoner Review Board.  

4. Encourage IDOC and the Prisoner Review Board to expedite credit restoration, 
implementation of discretionary release programs, and every other step 
necessary to bring IDOC’s population back to capacity. 

We are also asking IDOC to: 

● Immediately release elderly people with less than 12 months to serve and 
people serving Class 2-4 felonies who are vulnerable to serious illness or death 
due to an underlying medical condition.  

● Fast-track all requests for earned time credits made by inmates over the age 
of 60, all inmates who are due to be released within the next 24 months, and 
all at higher risk due to underlying medical conditions.  

● Provide a two-month supply of hand soap, alcohol-based hand sanitizer, 
alcohol-based disinfectants, gloves, and face masks to every correctional 
institution throughout the state.  

● Provide all inmates with a personal supply of soap and alcohol-based hand 
sanitizer. 

● Provide all inmates with increased provisions of liquids, including juices and 
soups, as part of state-provided meals, as well as increased access to 
commissary.  

● Ensure inmates who become sick are treated according to medical standards 
and with dignity. While individuals who become sick will need to be isolated, 
they must be well cared for.  

Finally, we are asking State’s Attorneys to: 

● Resolve all pending cases for people over the age of 60 or who are medically 
vulnerable.  If a sentence is necessary, recommend supervision, deferred 
prosecution, or time served.   

● Resentence all people who are over 60 who have less than 5 years on their 
sentence to time served with supervision.  
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While we have seen some engagement on some of these recommendations, they 
remain recommendations and public reports vary as to how many early releases have 
in fact taken place to date.  

*** 

INFORMATION ABOUT COURT OPERATIONS DURING COVID 19 

Last Updated: April 7th, 2020 at 1:00pm 
http://www.illinoiscourts.gov/Administrative/covid-19.asp 

IllinoisSupreme Court 
A. The Chief Judges of each circuit may continue trials until further order of this 

Court. Essential court matters and proceedings shall continue to be heard by 
the Illinois courts. If feasible and subject to constitutional limitations, essential 
matters and proceedings shall be heard remotely via telephone or video or 
other electronic means. 

B. All non-essential court matters and proceedings should be continued or, 
where possible, conducted remotely via telephone or video or other electronic 
means. 

C. Subject to constitutional limitations, all courts, in any civil or criminal case, 
may modify or suspend any deadlines and procedures, whether prescribed by 
local rule or order, for a stated period ending no later than 30 days after the 
Governor’s state of emergency declaration has been lifted. 

 
Cook County Court 

A. All matters in all Districts and Divisions of the court are rescheduled and 
continued for a period of 30 days from the originally scheduled court date or a 
date not more than 30 days after May 18, 2020, whichever is later, unless the 
30th day falls on a weekend or court holiday, in which case it shall be 
continued until the following business day. 

B. Currently, all jail detainees with bail hearings at the Leighton Criminal Court 
Building appear in court via video. Video has also been used in several other 
areas of the court. The court anticipates more use of video every day, and all 
matters will be conducted via video no later than April 16. 

C. Judges will be available in person in each division and district to hear 
emergency matters, as determined by the Presiding Judge of the respective 
division or district. 

 
1st Circuit Courts 
(Alexander, Jackson, Johnson, Massac, Pope, Pulaski, Saline, Union, Williamson) 
Chief Judge of the First Judicial Circuit of Illinois that the hereinabove enumerated 
case categories which have a scheduled court date are postponed to and including 
Friday, May 1, 2020. As of this date, April 1, 2020, the rescheduling of said case 
categories is to begin on Monday, May 4, 2020 
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2nd Circuit Courts 
(Crawford, Edwards, Franklin, Gallatin, Hamilton, Hardin, Jefferson, Lawrence, 
Richland, Wabash, Wayne, White) 

All criminal matters set for trial in the Second Judicial Circuit of Illinois are continued 
until further order of the Supreme Court of Illinois and that any delay resulting from 
this emergency continuance order shall not be attributable to the State and the 
defendant. 

3rd Circuit Courts 
(Bond, Madison) 
Emergency/Impact on Trials, and the national extension of social distancing 
guidelines, the previous emergency continuance order, Administrative Order 
2020-M-10 of March 23, 2020, is hereby extended an additional thirty (30) days 
through and including May 22, 2020, or until further order of the Chief Judge. 
 
4th Circuit Courts 
(Christian, Clay, Clinton, Effingham, Fayette, Jasper, Marion, Montgomery, Shelby) 
An Order of the Illinois Supreme Court was entered on March 20, 2020, allowing the 
Chief Judge of each circuit to continue all trials, including in-custody trials, for the 
next 60 days and until further order of the Illinois Supreme Court without the 
continuance being attributable to the State or the Defendant for purposes of Section 
103-5 of the Code of Criminal Procedure of 1963 (725 ILCS 5/103-5) 

Therefore: all civil and criminal jury trials in the Fourth Judicial Circuit are continued 
until May 23, 2020 or until further Order of the Illinois Supreme Court and the Fourth 
Judicial Circuit without this delay being attributed to the State or the Defendant. 

5th Circuit Courts 
(Clark, Coles, Cumberland, Edgar, Vermilion) 
Dated on March 20, 2020 - All civil and criminal jury trials for Clark, Coles, 
Cumberland, Edgar and Vermilion Counties are vacated and continued for the next 60 
days and until further order of the Chief Judge.  
 
6th Circuit Courts 
(Champaign, DeWitt, Douglas, Macon, Moultrie, Piatt) 
All provisions of Administrative Order 2020-01 are extended from April 10, 2020 
through April 30, 2020. All provisions of Administrative Order 2020-02 are extended 
until May 18, 2020. All jury trials are continued until no earlier than May 18, 2020. 
 
7th Circuit Courts 
(Greene, Jersey, Macoupin, Morgan, Sangamon, Scott) 
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These Cases and Court proceedings are POSTPONED - All Civil, Criminal and Traffic 
Bench & Jury Trials Traffic (TR) & DUI (OT) (except as outlined below) Misdemeanor 
cases (CM).  

These Cases and Court proceedings will be HELD AS SCHEDULED - All felony cases 
and hearings aside from trials, Other criminal law matters with defendant in-custody 
at the discretion of the judge presiding over the case, including plea hearings, 
Forfeiture proceedings, Grand jury proceedings.  

This Administrative Order supersedes 2020-A0-002 and expires on May 1, 2020, at 
4:30 PM. 

8th Circuit Courts 
(Adams, Brown, Calhoun, Cass, Mason, Menard, Pike, Schuyler) 
Until further notice, the following Eighth Circuit court cases and court proceedings 
are postponed: Civil Jury Trials, Traffic cases (TR, DT), Misdemeanor cases (CM). Each 
party litigant shall receive an amended notice in the mail upon rescheduling. Litigants 
are directed to ensure that their mailing addresses are updated and current. Litigants 
may contact the Circuit Clerk in the county where the case is pending with any 
questions. 

The following court proceedings will be held as scheduled, with appearances 
expected for all litigants unless travel or health exemptions apply: All matters with 
individuals in-custody including bond court, Criminal felony matters. 

9th Circuit Courts 
(Fulton, Hancock, Henderson, Knox, McDonough, Warren) 
All matters set for trial in the Ninth Judicial Circuit of Illinois are continued for a 
period of 60 days from the entry of M.R. 30370 issued by the Supreme Court ofIllinois 
dated March 20, 2020. 

All criminal mailers set for trial in the Ninth Judicial Circuit of Illinois are continued 
for a period of 60 days from the emf) or \If.R. 30170 issued by the Supreme Court of 
Illinois dated March 20. 2020. 

10th Circuit Courts 
(Marshall, Peoria, Putnam, Stark, Tazewell) 
The 10th Circuit announces today that all jury trials, civil and criminal, are suspended 
through April 2020. All such prior Orders are continued through April 30, 2020 
regarding restrictions on access to the courthouses of the Tenth Circuit. If a member 
of the public had an in-person hearing on a matter previously scheduled during this 
time, they are instructed to contact their attorney, court advocate or the circuit 
clerk's office by phone, online or via regular mail or drop box. 
 
11th Circuit Courts 
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(Ford, Livingston, Logan, McLean, Woodford) 
Limiting the courts in the Eleventh Judicial Circuit to essential operations is hereby 
extended from April 10, 2020 to Thursday, April 30, 2020 ending at 5:00 p.m.  

The only mandatory hearings/court proceedings to be held within any 11th Judicial 
Circuit Courthouse shall be the following: Bond hearings and arraignments for 
individuals who are arrested and/or in custody, Criminal trials with speedy trial 
demands and those in custody, Summary Suspension hearings. 

12th Circuit Courts 
(Will) 

1. With the exception of Branch Courts, all court facilities will be open during 
normal business hours. 

2. Bail hearings, arraignments and motions to review bond will be conducted as 
per current practice unless otherwise directed by the Presiding Judge of the 
Felony Division. 

3. Each party litigant shall receive an amended notice in the mail, or email where 
appropriate, upon the rescheduling of their case(s). Litigants are encouraged to 
ensure that the Clerk of the Circuit Court has their latest address on file. The 
Circuit Clerk's website will be updated to reflect these changes. 

4. CRIMINAL DIVISION: All Traffic, including Branch Courts (TR), Conservation 
Violation (CV), Civil Law (CL) and Ordinance Violation (OV) cases are continued 
to a date to be set by the Court and notice will be sent by the Clerk of the 
Circuit Court to the last known address of each defendant. Litigants are also 
encouraged to check on-line with the Clerk of the Circuit Court for 
rescheduled dates.  

● All Felony (CF) and Misdemeanor (CM) matters shall be heard at the 
direction of the presiding judges in those divisions. 

● Plea agreements for any cases set forth in Section A above, will be 
scheduled upon request. 

● Jury trials will be held for any cases where the requirements for a 
defendant's right to a speedy trial are required. 

 
13th Circuit Courts 
(Bureau, Grundy, LaSalle) 
All civil and criminal jury trials for LaSalle, Bureau and Grundy Counties that are 
currently scheduled during the sixty (60) days from March 20, 2020 and until order of 
the ChiefJudge are continued to dates determined by the judges presiding in the 
cases. 

In the case of criminal proceedings, any delay resulting from this emergency 
continuance order shall not be attributable to either the State or the defendant for 
purposes of Section 103-5 of the Code of Criminal Procedure of 1963 (725 ILCS 5/ 
103-5 (West2018)). Further, no jury trials shall be scheduled to begin during this time. 
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14th Circuit Courts 
(Henry, Mercer, Rock Island, Whiteside) 
The courts will remain open until further notice. Significantly reducing the number o f 
persons gathering at the courthouse by rescheduling many court hearings to a date 
after May 4, 2020, including all civil jury trials, arbitrations, non-emergency civil 
hearings/trials, and certain traffic and criminal cases. Attorneys and parties to 
litigation should check the status of their court dates.  
 
15th Circuit Courts 
(Carroll, Jo Daviess, Lee, Ogle, Stephenson) 
Trials are continued until further order from the Illinois Supreme Court. In the case of 
criminal proceedings, any delay resulting from this emergency continuance order shall 
not be attributable to either the State or the defendant.  

Court proceedings will continue to be restricted to emergency essential proceedings. 
This continued restriction limiting court proceedings to emergency essential 
proceedings will be in place through April 30, 2020.  

16th Circuit Courts 
(Kane) 
Chief Judge of the Sixteenth Judicial Circuit in Kane County, has ordered that most 
criminal and civil cases be continued to after May 4, 2020. It will remain open to hear 
those cases deemed essential and any emergency motions. Essential cases include 
but are not limited to in-custody criminal cases, order of protection hearings, juvenile 
delinquency, juvenile abuse and neglect, mental health hearings and emergency 
matters. All bond call matters will continue to be heard at the Kane County Judicial 
Center until May 4, 2020, by video if at all possible. 

The Circuit Clerk’s Office will be mailing new court dates to the last known mailing 
address. Questions about future court dates should be directed to the Kane County 
Circuit Court Clerk at (630) 232-3413 or circuitclerk@co.kane.il.us.  

17th Circuit Courts 
(Boone, Winnebago) 
All jury trials and bench trials are continued to no sooner than May 18, 2020. Hearings 
on orders of protection may be heard if the judge determines that the matter is 
urgent 
and time-sensitive. The Court is open to hearing more matters via videoconference 
and telephone, and has already begun doing so. 

As to court dates set between April 20, 2020, and May 17, 2020, each judge will 
determine matters can be continued, and such cases will be given a new date falling 
no earlier than May 18, 2020. Defendants' presence will be readily excused in 
proceedings until May 18, 2020. Attorneys and litigants are encouraged to work with 
each other and the judge presiding in the applicable courtroom to continue all 
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non-essential matters to a date falling after June 1, 2020, the latter date being 
chosen to give the court maximum flexibility in the event this order must be 
extended. 

18th Circuit Courts 
(DuPage) 
Effective Tuesday, March 17, 2020 rescheduling civil and criminal cases set in the 18th 
Judicial Circuit through April 17, 2020. Cases will be continued for a period of 
between 30-60 days from the originally scheduled court date. The Circuit Court Clerk 
will notify via mail all interested parties of a future court date. The Administrative 
Order specifies that certain matters will proceed as originally scheduled. These 
include: bail hearings; felony, misdemeanor, and juvenile cases with in-custody 
defendants and jury trials with in-custody defendants; order of protection cases; 
summary suspension hearings; juvenile detention and shelter care hearings; mental 
health hearings and emergency motions. 
 
19th Circuit Courts 
(Lake) 
All matters in the Nineteenth Judicial Circuit scheduled prior to May 18, 2020 shall be 
continued and rescheduled to a date after May 15, 2020. 

CRIMINAL DIVISION: BOND COURT FELONY, MISDEMEANOR, DOMESTIC VIOLENCE, DUI 
--  

A. Speedy trial term cases, statutory summary suspension hearings, forfeiture 
hearings and probation violation hearings in which an agreement to continue 
the trial/hearing has not been reached; 

B. Bond hearings will continue to be heard daily, including Saturday and Sundays 
C. In-custody cases in which a plea agreement has been reached 
D. Warrants and any other emergency motion. 

 
20th Circuit Courts 
(Monroe, Perry, Randolph, St. Clair, Washington) 
All civil and criminal jury trials for St. Clair, Monroe, Randolph, Perry and Washington 
Counties are vacated and continued for the next sixty (60) days and until order of the 
Chief Judge. Furthermore, no jury trials shall be scheduled to begin during this period 
of time. 
 
21st Circuit Courts 
(Iroquois, Kankakee) 
Many of the civil and criminal cases in the 21st Judicial Circuit, consisting of Iroquois 
and Kankakee Counties, will be postponed for a 30 day period beginning on Tuesday, 
March 17th and continuing through Friday, April 17th.  
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22nd Circuit Courts 
(McHenry) 
The 22nd Judicial Circuit of McHenry County and the Michael J. Sullivan Judicial 
Center remains open and the Court will continue to perform court related functions. 
 
23rd Circuit Courts 
(DeKalb, Kendall) 
Court proceedings during this period shall continue to be limited to the Essential 
Court 

Functions as set forth below: 

CATEGORY 1 ESSENTIAL FUNCTIONS 

● Criminal Trials with Speedy Trial Concerns 
● Criminal Hearings for Defendants who are in custody, including bail hearings, 

arraignments or preliminary hearings, and bail review hearings 
● Issuance and recall of Warrants 
● Juvenile Detention Hearings 
● Juvenile Shelter Care Hearings 
● Issuance of Orders of Protection and hearings 

CATEGORY 2 ESSENTIAL FUNCTIONS 

•Criminal Felony Trials for Defendants who are not in custody and serious Criminal 
Misdemeanor Cases 

• Temporary Restraining Orders and Preliminary Injunctions 

• Involuntary Examination, Involuntary Commitment, Emergency Medical Treatment 
Including potential Social Distancing and Quarantine Proceedings • Juvenile Abuse 
and Neglect Hearings 

• Mental Health Hearings and Commitments 

During this time period, the courts will remain open, although operations will be 
limited to Essential Court Functions as described above. 

*** 

RUMORS! WHAT IS TRUE? 

Rumor: “The Governor signed off on a retroactive law for young adults”  

 

Page 10 of 18 

We do not have any lawyers on staff and we cannot get involved in individual cases.   

 



Our Answer: We think this is FALSE. The legislature ceases operations early in the 
crisis and has not convened since. No legislation is being considered or moved that 
is not directly related to COVID 19. 

*** 

THE GOVERNOR’S EXECUTIVE ORDER ON MEDICAL FURLOUGH FOR INMATES WITH 
UNDERLYING HEALTH CONDITIONS 

April 6, 2020 EXECUTIVE ORDER 2020-21 (COVID-19 EXECUTIVE ORDER NO. 19) 
 

WHEREAS, I, JB Pritzker, Governor of Illinois, declared all counties in the State of 
Illinois as a disaster area on March 9, 2020 (First Gubernatorial Disaster Proclamation) 
in response to the outbreak of Coronavirus Disease 2019 (COVID-19); and, 

WHEREAS, I again declared all counties in the State of Illinois as a disaster area on 
April 1, 2020 (Second Gubernatorial Disaster Proclamation, and, together with the First 
Gubernatorial Disaster Proclamation, the Gubernatorial Disaster Proclamations) in 
response to the exponential spread of COVID-19; and, 

WHEREAS, in a short period of time, COVID-19 has rapidly spread throughout Illinois, 
necessitating updated and more stringent guidance from federal, state, and local public 
health officials; and, 

WHEREAS, for the preservation of public health and safety throughout Illinois, and to 
ensure that our healthcare delivery system is capable of serving those who are sick, I 
find it necessary to take additional significant measures consistent with public health 
guidance to slow and stop the spread of COVID-19; and, 

WHEREAS, social distancing, which consists of maintaining at least a six-foot distance 
between people, is the paramount strategy for minimizing the spread of COVID-19 in 
our communities; and, 

WHEREAS, certain populations are at a higher risk of experiencing more severe illness 
as a result of COVID-19, including older adults and people who have serious chronic 
health conditions such as heart disease, diabetes, lung disease or other conditions; and, 

WHEREAS, the Illinois Department of Corrections (IDOC) currently has a population of 
more than 36,000 male and female inmates in 28 facilities, the vast majority of whom, 
because of their close proximity and contact with each other in housing units and 
dining halls, are especially vulnerable to contracting and spreading COVID-19; and, 

WHEREAS, the IDOC currently has limited housing capacity to isolate and quarantine 
inmates who present as symptomatic of, or test positive for, COVID-19; and, 

WHEREAS, to ensure that the Director of the IDOC may take all necessary steps, 
consistent with public health guidance, to prevent the spread of COVID-19 in the IDOC 
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facilities and provide necessary healthcare to those impacted by COVID-19, it is critical 
to provide the Director with discretion to use medical furloughs to allow medically 
vulnerable inmates to temporarily leave IDOC facilities, when necessary and appropriate 
and taking into account the health and safety of the inmate, as well as the health and 
safety of other inmates and staff in IDOC facilities and the community; 

THEREFORE, by the powers vested in me as the Governor of the State of Illinois, and 
pursuant to Sections 7(1), 7(2), 7(8), and 7(12) of the Illinois Emergency Management 
Agency Act, 20 ILCS 3305, I hereby order the following, effective immediately and for 
the remainder of the duration of the Gubernatorial Disaster Proclamations: 

Section 1. The following provisions of the Illinois Unified Code of Corrections, 730 ILCS 
5/3-11-1, allowing for the furlough of IDOC inmates are hereby suspended as follows: (a) 
as set forth in Section (a), providing the allowable time period for furloughs, the phrase 
“for a period of time not to exceed 14 days”, is suspended and furlough periods shall be 
allowed for up to the duration of the Gubernatorial Disaster Proclamations as 
determined by the Director of IDOC; and (b) as set forth in Section (a)(2), the phrase “to 
obtain medical, psychiatric or psychological services when adequate services are not 
otherwise available” shall be suspended and furloughs for medical, psychiatric or 
psychological purposes shall be allowed at the Director’s discretion and consistent with 
the guidance of the IDOC Acting Medical Director. 

Section 2. The IDOC shall file emergency rules as needed to effectuate the intent of 
this Executive Order. 

Issued by the Governor April 6, 2020 

Filed by the Secretary of State April 6, 2020 

*** 

FROM RESTORE JUSTICE BOARD MEMBERS TO YOU 

“Forgive me for a bit of self-indulgence, but if ever there was an experience to help 
me even begin to understand what it must be like for you, being incarcerated, this 
past month of quarantine might be it. However, I am well aware that I still have most 
of my freedom intact and that we self-isolate now by choice. You do not have that 
choice.   

We at Restore Justice believe that major structural reforms to our criminal justice 
system are desperately needed. I feel that the system is deeply inequitable, 
ineffective and more accurately inhuman. It must be countered with compassion and 
respect for human decency.   

The current health crisis only makes the inhumanity of incarceration more clear and 
we are working every day to impress upon the governor, mayors and legislators that 
your health must be a priority too – that it is OUR responsibility as your jailers to 
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care for you, whom we have accepted responsibility for. We cannot have it both ways 
and if that means release, that means release. 

I know that your ability to self-determine is limited, but to the extent you are able, 
please look after your own health and that of those around you and know that people 
do care about you out here. 

De Gray, Board Member” 

“During this difficult and anxious time, the Board of Restore Justice continues to 
meet regularly by conference call to discuss policy issues which affect those under 
25.  Our immediate concern and work involves jail and prison conditions as well as 
working towards release from incarceration. We are part of a larger coalition, who are 
all working to make sure Governor Pritzker and other elected officials know the 
stakes involved for those who are incarcerated during this perilous time. We also 
continue to discuss the legislation we had introduced so that when the Legislature 
again gathers to discuss criminal justice reform issues, our legislation will be ready 
for the Legislature to take action upon.  We will continue to keep you posted about 
our ongoing efforts. In the meantime, we wish you good health and safe keeping. 

Jeff Howard, Board Member” 

*** 

FROM STAFF MEMBERS 

From the Desk of Jobi Cates - Executive Director  

Each day we  wake up and assess how we can be of most service to people in prison 
and their families. And each day, that work changes shape. Our staff of 6 (plus 3 
consultants) are all working over-time, and have been, since the second week of 
March. We are also in almost daily contact and collaboration with Illinois Prison 
Project, Uptown People's Law Center, Coalition to End Money Bond, John Howard 
Association, IL-CHEP, IL Coalition for the Fair Sentencing of Children, Parole Illinois 
and many more individual activists and organizations. We will continue to do 
whatever it takes to help. Here are some examples: 
 

● We’re informing policy-makers to keep them apprised of the situation that is 
emerging. We were able to participate in a “Facebook Live” program with State 
Rep. LaShawn Ford to promote our recommendations and elist support for 
housing efforts for re-entry of early releases. We are doing as much outreach 
as we can in Southern Illinois, and our former intern (now contractor) has 
created a call list of county board members in prison towns to engage them in 
protecting their communities. 
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● We quickly learned that family members of inmates were not just key 
messengers of the “call to action” to release inmates who could be released 
safely, but they were also badly in need of support and information 
themselves. We created a web page just for this group 
(https://restorejustice.org/families-loved-ones/) with resources to help them 
be more successful setting up video visits with their loved ones, to direct-feed 
updates from IDOC, to links to all of the news and advocacy items underway. 
Julie is hosting her first “virtual” family support group today! 

 

From the Desk of Marshan Allen, Policy Director - 

Hello, Everyone! 

These past few weeks have been challenging for everyone, but we know how 
especially difficult these times are for you. I am truly sorry you have to go through 
this and that our so-called leaders are not responding fast enough. I believe this is in 
part due to a general belief that prisoners' lives don’t matter. It has been so 
disheartening to hear people suggest (or even blatantly say) that, because you are 
incarcerated, your lives are less important than everyone else’s. This makes me 
absolutely sick to my stomach. And we at Restore Justice will continue to challenge 
this false, inhumane narrative. 

As some of you are aware, last year Julie Anderson and I had the opportunity to 
travel to Germany and Northern Ireland to visit their prison system for young people. 
While there I was inspired by the wording within their constitution, which read: 
“Human dignity shall be inviolable. To respect and protect it shall be the duty of all 
state authority.” This is one of the guiding principles for their society and it is one of 
the reasons why their prison system for youth has become a model for the world.   

People who are incarcerated are still people and deserve to be treated as such. At 
the end of the day, we are all human beings - we are mothers and fathers, sons and 
daughters, sisters and brothers - nothing else should matter. We are all in this 
together - if one of us is affected, then all of us are affected! This should be the 
mindset of all. It is time for Illinois and the United States as a whole to start 
respecting and protecting the human dignity of ALL its people regardless of their 
status. 

I hope you all stay safe and healthy and find some comfort knowing that we are 
praying and fighting for you. 

From the Desk of Julie Anderson - Outreach Director 

My heart is with all of you, this is a troubling time for all of us, but I think especially 
for all of you.  Please keep in contact with us if you are able and let us know how you 
are and what is going on around you.  I wish I had more concrete advice to give you 
on how to stay safe, but I do know all of you have been through lockdowns and I 

 

Page 14 of 18 

We do not have any lawyers on staff and we cannot get involved in individual cases.   

 

https://restorejustice.org/families-loved-ones/
https://restorejustice.org/families-loved-ones/


know you can do this.  My hope is that we all come out on the other side of this, and 
that perhaps some of the things that have been going on for decades inside will come 
to light.  Please stay as safe as you are able... 

From the Desk of Wendell Robinson - Program Manager 

Whuz Good All? 

Hoping all of you are practicing what you can to stay safe during these trying times. 

I’m not sure what means you have at your disposal to monitor what’s going on with 
COVID 19. But as promised: I’m gonna give it to you as I see it! In a nutshell. THIS IS 
SUPER SERIOUS! Understanding this is something that is unprecedented. We have to 
rely on our inherent resilience that allowed us to face challenges in our past. And if 
at any point you're feeling drained of said attribute, simply put, just know “ This too 
shall pass” So PLEASE Brothers and Sisters stay focused! And be as safe as you 
possibly can. All of you are always in my thoughts. 

Forever in Solidarity!   
 

From the Desk of Alissa Rivera - Communications Manager 

Please know we are thinking of you every single day. Our hearts are with you and your 
loved ones. This is a challenging, scary time, but we are here with you. Thank you for 
keeping us updated. Stay in touch as best you can. We will keep working with and for 
you! 

From the Desk of Alice Swan - Office Manager 

I echo what everyone else has said--we are thinking of you all the time. We are 
fortunate to be able to continue our work (and shift our focus to the current 
circumstances) from our homes. Thank goodness for Google, I guess? I, too, wish I 
could offer more concrete advice or reassurance, but failing that, remember that you 
are not alone! Keep your updates coming as you are able, and we will continue to 
work on your behalf.  

From the Desk of Kayla Rueda - Data Consultant  

This is my very first message to you all, and I feel honored to be able to connect with 
you through this newsletter! I hope this allows you to feel more informed and 
updated during this uncertain time - we are all experiencing it together. My prayers 
and thoughts are with you daily. Each one of you are the reason behind our 
motivation to work hard and push for changes to be made. Keep your head held high 
and positive thoughts in your mind (as tough as that might be right now). You are all 
so strong and resilient. Please know, SO many of us are behind you. Continue to stay 
healthy during this time!  
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STATUS OF LEGISLATION FROM OUR 2020 AGENDA DURING COVID 19 

The legislative session has been suspended, and it does not look like they will resume 
for normal business before summer. Below is the legislation we were working on 
before Covid 19 and will begin again once the current crisis has ended. 

HB5670 House Sponsor Rita Mayfield (D) 

HB 5670 would prohibit LWOP sentences for all youth who were under the age of 21 
when their crime was committed. Juveniles could still serve life in prison. This bill 
simply ensures they have a limited opportunity to be considered for parole.  

SB2311 Senate Sponsor Laura Fine (D) 

Families need a point of contact, outside of their loved one’s facility, who can 
investigate complaints and attempt to resolve issues.  

SB 2311, introduced by Senator Laura Fine, would create a statewide point of contact 
for IDOC. This point of contact would be tasked with receiving complaints, 

SB 2540  Senate Sponsor: Senator Mattie Hunter  (D) 
 
Proposes a minimum of one phone for every 10 inmates to increase access to phone 
calls. 
 
HB 1615/SB 2292 House Sponsor: Representative Justin Slaughter (D), Senate 
Sponsor: Senator Robert Peters (D) 
 
Bring Illinois into alignment with the majority of states by reforming the 
felony-murder rule. The legislation would: 

● Ensure the felony-murder rule is only used to charge and convict those for 
whom it was designed to hold accountable; 

● Ensure individuals who do not personally inflict or plan to inflict an injury 
during the course of an underlying felony are not be charged with or found 
guilty of first-degree murder; and, 

● Ensure someone is truly culpable for murder if they are to be given our state’s 
harshest possible punishment. 

HB 3986 House Sponsor: Representative Kelly Cassidy  (D) 

Create competition for vending machine contracts, improve quality, and reduce the 
cost of food in IDOC visiting rooms.  

Each facility would award two contacts, including one to a vendor that employs 
people who are legally blind.  

*** 
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US SUPREME COURT UPDATE 

Jones v. Mississippi 
In October of 2019, the U.S. Supreme Court heard oral argument in the case of Lee 
Boyd Malvo, one of the two “D.C. snipers,” which was a procedurally complex case, 
and may have allowed the Court to talk about whether the decision in Montgomery 
(which talked a lot about life only being a permissible sentence for someone who is 
irreparably corrupt or permanently incorrigible) clarified the reach of Miller or did it 
just answer whether Miller (making mandatory life for those under 18 
unconstitutional) should be retroactive. On February 26, the justices dismissed 
Malvo’s case after Virginia, where Malvo was serving his sentence, enacted a new law 
that made juveniles who were sentenced to life in prison eligible for parole after they 
had served 26 years. On March 9, the Court granted a petition filed by Brett Jones, 
who was 15 years old when he killed his grandfather during an argument about Jones’ 
girlfriend. Jones was convicted by a jury in Mississippi and sentenced to life in prison 
without the possibility of parole. The question asked in Jones v. Mississippi is whether 
the Eighth Amendment’s ban on cruel and unusual punishment requires a sentencing 
authority to find that a juvenile is permanently incorrigible before imposing a 
sentence of life without parole. 

What does this mean for Illinois? Tricky to say. If the Court ultimately agrees with 
Jones, that is great. It would serve to reinforce decisions by the Illinois Supreme 
Court in Holman and Buffer. It might even allow those who did not get relief under 
Holman to push again to challenge their sentence if the Court did not make a finding 
of permanent incorrigibility at the original sentencing hearing. If the U.S. Supreme 
Court rejects the requirement for a finding of incorrigibility before sentencing to life, 
that could have ripple effects in Illinois, but it is uncertain. Arguments could be made 
whether any of the cases in Illinois requires a certain finding before giving a kid a life 
sentence, but the Illinois Supreme Court was very clear that a kid, “may be sentenced 
to life imprisonment without parole, but only if the trial court determines that the 
defendant’s conduct showed irretrievable depravity, permanent incorrigibility, or 
irreparable corruption beyond the possibility of rehabilitation. The court may make 
that decision only after considering the defendant’s youth and its attendant 
characteristics.” That comes from the Holman decision. So it may come down to 
whether there is any daylight between requiring a finding vs. requiring a court to 
consider your specific factors and determine that an individual is incorrigible (which 
is what the Illinois Supreme Court has said). It is also worth knowing that the Illinois 
Supreme Court eventually will hear arguments in People v. Lusby, which could answer 
what is sufficient consideration of youth by an original sentencing court to say that a 
life sentence was appropriate. Unfortunately we have more questions than answers, 
right now, but the Illinois Supreme Court also sent back some de facto life cases to 
the appellate court which suggests that some people directly impacted by the Buffer 
decision may be able to prepare for a possible new sentencing hearing regardless of 
all these other questions. 
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*** 

Restore Justice Foundation’s Mission 

Our mission is to advocate for fairness, humanity, and compassion throughout the 
Illinois criminal justice system, with a primary focus on those affected by extreme 
sentences imposed on our youth. We create and support policies that allow those 
who are rehabilitated to go home, and that ensure those incarcerated, their families, 
and victim families have opportunities for healing and justice. We engage currently 
and formerly incarcerated individuals and their families, victims and their families, 
communities, and concerned Illinoisans in advocacy and service within the criminal 
justice system. 
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